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Subject-specifi c Vocabulary

Art and Design

Vocabulary list: artefact, canvas, collage, colour, culture, form, 
genre, line, materials, paint, paintbrush, pattern, pencil, print, 
sculpture, shape, sketch, space, style, tactile, techniques, textiles, 
texture, tone, tools, tradition, visual

Citizenship

Vocabulary list: citizen, community, cultural, democracy, diver-
sity, duties, economy, election, environment, ethnic, global, gov-
ernment, identity, institutions, international, justice, legal, local, 
moral, national, neighbourhood, parliament, political, public, 
rights, social, society, spiritual, values, vote

Design and Technology

Vocabulary list: aesthetics, assembly, characteristics, circuit, 
components, electronics, environment, equipment, function, 
graphics, hygiene, industry, innovation, manufacturing, mater-
ials, mechanical, mechanism, model, modifi cations, movement, 
object, opportunity, planning, practical, product, project, proper-
ties, reliability, resistant, safety, sensory, software, sustainabil-
ity, techniques, technology, textiles, tools
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Geography

Vocabulary list: abroad, atlas, climate, country, county, east, 
employment, environment, erosion, estuary, features, fi eldwork, 
global, globe, habitat, hill, human, industry, infrastructure, 
international, landscape, latitude, local, location, longitude, 
map, migration, mountain, national, natural, north, people, 
physical, plan, pollution, poverty, regional, river, rural, scale, 
settlement, south, sustainable, temperature, tourism, transporta-
tion, urban, vegetation, weather, west

History

Vocabulary list: agricultural, ancient, artefact, castle, century, 
chronological, civilisation, colonisation, cultural, decade, 
defence, disease, document, dynasty, emigration, eye-witness, 
government, immigrant, independence, industrial, interpreta-
tion, invasion, local, modern, museum, nation, parliament, past, 
political, population, present, propaganda, rebel, rebellion, 
reign, republic, revolution, settlement, siege, society, time, trade, 
traitor, world

ICT

Vocabulary list: application, communication, computer, data-
base, digital, font, format, graphics, hardware, icon, internet, 
keyboard, macro, mouse, multimedia, network, program, screen, 
server, simulation, software, spreadsheet, technology, template, 
toolbar, video, website, word processing
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Maths

Vocabulary list: addition, angle, amount, approximately, 
average, calculate, centimetre, circle, circumference, classify, 
cube, data, decimal, diameter, digit, division, equal, equilateral, 
fraction, graph, hexagon, horizontal, kilogram, measure, metre, 
minus, multiplication, number, numerical, patterns, prediction, 
quadrilateral, radius, rectangle, rotation, shape, sort, space, 
spatial, sphere, square, subtraction, symmetrical, triangle, verti-
cal, volume, weight, zero

Modern Foreign Languages

Vocabulary list: (note: the majority of vocabulary used will 
obviously be in the target language) adjective, adverb, audience, 
conversation, context, country, culture, dictionary, expression, 
grammar, intonation, language, linguistic, memorize, native, 
noun, pronunciation, purpose, speak, speech, tense, verb

Music

Vocabulary list: bass, chant, classical, clef, compose, duration, 
dynamics, genre, guitar, improvise, instrument, jazz, keyboard, 
lullaby, melody, performance, piano, pitch, play, rehearse, 
rhythm, silence, sing, sounds, style, tempo, texture, timbre, tra-
dition, treble, tune, vocal
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PE

Vocabulary list: action, activity, apparatus, choreographer, 
coach, competition, competitive, coordination, dance, direction, 
equipment, exercise, fi elding, gymnastics, hygiene, jump, move-
ment, offi cial, performance, performer, referee, rhythm, rules, 
sequence, strategies, swim, tactics, team, throw, turn

PSHE

Vocabulary list: behaviour, bullying, career, citizen, commu-
nity, contraception, disease, diversity, divorce, drugs, environ-
ment, family, friends, global, healthy, hygiene, law, legal, 
puberty, racism, responsibilities, social

RE

Vocabulary list: baptism, Bible, biblical, Buddhist, Buddhism, 
celebration, ceremony, Christian, commandment, community, 
creation, disciple, ethical, faith, festival, Hindu, Hinduism, 
hymn, Islam, Islamic, Judaism, Jewish, miracle, morality, 
Muslim, parable, pilgrimage, prayer, prophet, religious, reli-
gion, shrine, Sikh, Sikhism, spiritual, symbol, synagogue, 
temple, values, worship



http://education.cowley2.continuumbooks.com
© Sue Cowley (2011) Getting the Buggers to Write. London: Continuum.

Science

Vocabulary list: absorb, acid, alkaline, apparatus, biological, 
cell, chemical, circuit, circulation, condensation, conductor, 
digestion, dissolve, distil, element, enzyme, evaporation, experi-
ment, forces, friction, function, gravity, growth, habitat, hazard, 
insulator, laboratory, liquid, magnetic, mammal, materials, 
measure, minerals, nitrogen, nutrient, observations, organism, 
oxygen, particles, permeability, physical, plants, prediction, 
properties, reproduce, respiration, sample, scientifi c, senses, 
skeleton, soluble, solution, temperature, test, thermometer, ver-
tebrate, vessel, vibration


